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OVERVIEW OF THE PROJECT

Erasmus Gap brings a European perspective to a topic that is mainly handled at national
or even institutional level.

Previous projects such as NORM have shown that the lack of adequate financial
resources is the obstacle most frequently mentioned by students to explain why they do
not go on a mobility during their studies.

The Erasmus4All project developed a more inclusive method of calculation for the current
grant scheme. The Erasmus Gap project intends to go a step further by actually
documenting the significant gap between students choosing a mobility during their
studies and those who do not for socio-economic reasons.

The Erasmus GAP project brings a European perspective to a topic that is mainly
handled at the national or institutional level.
It provides large-scale data sets from several European countries to document the
existing gap among students with realistic opportunities for mobility and those without.
The visualisation of the data and related training will provide a method for HEIs to
document the gap and develop strategies for reducing it. The policy recommendations
based on robust data are aimed at decision-makers to help them implement a
significantly more inclusive mobility programme.
» An Inclusivity Toolkit will be created to support the assessment of the mobile and
non-mobile student population composition at an institutional level.

» The data repository — and its visualisation — will showcase the actual state of play
at the European level.

» The peer activities and the national workshops will trigger the sharing of
experiences and expertise that are highly relevant when implementing Erasmus+.
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» Based on these activities, a set of policy recommendations will be produced,

describing the changes needed to ensure the gap between the students who
undertake an Erasmus mobility and the overall student population decreases.

The approach of the Erasmus Gap project will pave the way for more inclusive mobility
activities, ensuring higher education institutions can better assess whether they are
indeed reaching all students with fewer opportunities and all underrepresented groups in
mobility.

The visualisation of the large-scale data sets to be collected from different European
countries will help higher education institutions and national agencies to develop their
own instruments to fully seize the importance of this gap and its negative impact on social
inclusion.

Collected data and the recommendations based on them will also offer decision-makers a
new factual base for informed choices.
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